
POETRY AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION

in conjunction with
FIVE ISLANDS PRESS

announces the

WOLLONGONG POETRY WORKSHOP
11th ð 18th January, 2007

The Workshop, now in its 9th year in its present form, is open to all 
poets interested in developing and reþning their poetic skills. Lectures, 
seminars and workshops are conducted by prize-winning poets who are 
also experienced teachers. Accommodation and all meals are provided at 
Campus East of the University of Wollongong, within walking distance of 
Fairy Meadow beach and close to Wollongong CBD.

The Wollongong Workshop has established itself as a major event on the 
Australian literary calendar. It is not designed for beginning  poets, but 
rather for those established or emerging poets who feel that they would 
beneþt from nine days of intensive lectures, seminars and workshops in 
the company of their peers, seeking to perfect their art. Six prize-winning 
poets, who are also  experienced  teachers, will lead the workshops.
A maximum of þfty poets will be accepted into the program.

THE VENUE
Campus East of the University of Wollongong

Cowper Street, Fairy Meadow
A clear map will be sent to all participants

Campus East is þve minutes walk from Fairy Meadow Beach, and þve 
minutes by car or bus from the Wollongong Central Business District. A 
cycle path along the local beaches is just across the road, and the newly 
opened Planetarium and Science Centre is nearby. There are television 
lounges, computer labs and a games room on site.

Participants will have their own comfortable rooms, and all meals 
will be provided, including morning and afternoon tea. Family rooms 
may be available for those wishing to bring partners and/or children, 
but applications for them must be made early. Child care facilities are 
available if required. Special dietary needs can be catered for if we are 
informed of your needs when you enrol.

WHAT WILL IT COST?
The fee for the nine day workshop is $595. (Including GST). This fee includes 
all lectures, seminars, workshops and readings, as well as all meals and morning 
and afternoon tea. Members of the Poetry Australia Foundation, receive a 10% 
discount (= $59.00; their fee will be $536.00)

HOW DO I APPLY?
All intending participants should send a deposit of $100.00, PLUS a statement 
indicating either that they are applying for Series 12 of the New Poets 
Program, OR that they have applied for a previous Series, OR that they have 
published a book of poetry (please provide publisher and date of publication) 
OR that they have included 12 pages of poems with their application

The balance of the fee will be payable on the þrst day of the Workshop. 

PLEASE NOTE: The deposit is not refundable unless the poet is one of the 
six chosen for publication in Series 12 of the New Poets Program OR the poet 
receives a scholarship OR the Committee declines to accept the application. 
(Because of the pressure on the limited number of places available, no 
place can be conþrmed without payment of the deposit. We stop accepting 
applications once places are þlled, and it is not fair to other poets if places 
are taken by people who are not prepared to come unless their application is 
successful. So Please do not send a deposit unless you are prepared to pay the 
balance if your manuscript is not chosen for publication and/or you are not 
awarded a scholarship.)

SEND APPLICATIONS TO 
The Wollongong Workshop, Five Islands Press 

School of Creative Arts, University of Melbourne, Victoria 3010
www.poetryaustraliafoundation.org.au

Please make cheques or money orders payable to Five Islands Press

SCHOLARSHIPS.
Should we once again receive assistance of the NSW Ministry for Arts two 
scholarships will be available for participants who will have difþculty 
affording the fee for the Workshop. If this applies to you, please let us 
know when you send in your application, and, if you have not already 
done so, include some poetry for consideration. Those chosen will be those 
applicants who, in the opinion of the Committee, would beneþt most from 
the Workshop. Their deposits will be returned and their fees waived and their 
travel expenses paid.



THE WORKSHOP LEADERS
Ron Pretty is convenor of the Wollongong Workshop and director of Five 
Islands Press. He has been writing and publishing his poetry for over 
30 years. Until he took early retirement, he was Head of Writing at the 
University of Wollongong and Editor of SCARP magazine 1984-1998. He is 
Editor of Blue Dog: Australian Poetry, published this year for the þrst time 
by the Poetry Australia Foundation, which he heads. He was awarded the 
NSW Premierõs Prize in 2001 and an AM in 2002 for Services to Australian 
Literature.

Brook Emery has worked as a swimming instructor, beach inspector, 
furniture removalist and contract cleaner. He has been a teacher in London, 
northern NSW and Sydney. His þrst collection of poetry, and dug my þngers 
in the sand won the Queensland Premierõs Prize for Poetry. His second, 
Misplaced Heart, was shortlisted for the NSW Premierõs Prize. He is 
Chariperson of the NSW POetsõ Union.
Grant Caldwell is a poet, novelist and short story writer. His work has 
been published in U.S.A., Canada, Germany, Ireland and Colombia. He has 
published seven books. His latest collection of poetry, Dreaming of Robert 
De Niro, was published by Five Islands Press in 2003. His 1996 collection, 
You Know What I Mean was nominated for the Age Book of the Year Award. 
He was awarded two Australia Council Fellowships (A and B) in 1994 and 
1992, and two VicArts Grants in 1993 and 1994. He is currently a lecturer in 
writing at the School of Creative Arts, University of Melbourne.

Susan Hampton is a widely published poet and a teacher who currently 
teaches writing at the University of Canberra. She has published (with Sue 
Woolf) and English textbook for high school students and a collection of 
prose þctions (Surly Girls). With Kate Llewellyn she edited the  Penguin 
Book of Australian Women Poets.Her most recent book, The Kindly Ones, 
was shortlisted for the 2006 NSW Premierõs Awards.

Jennifer Harrison Jennifer Harrison has written three books of poetry. 
The þrst, Michelangeloõs Prisoner, won the 1995 Anne Elder Award and 
was shortlisted in the National Book Councilõs Poetry Award. Her second 
collection, Cabramatta/Cudmirrah, was highly commended by the Poetry 
Book Club of Australia and her third, Dear B, was shortlisted for the Age 
Book of the Year in 1999, the NSW Premierõs Aawrd the same year, and the 
inaugural Judith Wright Poetry Prize. 
Michael Sharkey has published fourteen books of poetry, the most recent 
being History: Selected Poems 1978-2000.  (Five Islands Press, 2002). He was

editor of Ulitarra until 2000, and reviews for Australian Book Review. He has 
taught in universities throughout the world; at present he is a lecturer at 
the University of New England. 

Lauren Williams lives in Melbourne, has a degree in Spanish from La 
Trobe University, and has convened the long-running La Mama Poetic 
readings. Winner of the Launceston Poetry Cup in 1993, she has featured 
on ABC TV and the Denton show, and in 1999 was poet-in-residence on 
Radio Nationalõs Arts Today program. She has published three books of 
poetry, the most recent being Invisible Tattoos.

THE ACTIVITIES
ð Workshopping, in small groups, of poetry submitted by participants
ð Readings by participants, visiting poets and workshop leaders
ð Lectures and seminars on aspects of writing, shaping and publishing 
poetry
ð Individual consultations on poetsõ work
ð Visits by editors, poets, critics and book publishers
ð All participants will contribute to, and receive a free copy of, an 
anthology to be published by Five Islands Press
ð A bookstall will operate for the duration of the festival. All participants 
who have published books are invited to bring copies and offer them for 
sale at the bookshop.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
1. All poets who have at any time submitted a manuscript for the Five 
Islands Press New Poets publishing program are automatically eligible for 
the Wollongong Workshop, on payment of the requisite fee. However, if 
they are one of the six poets chosen for Series 10 of the New Poets Program, 
or if they are one of the poets chosen for a scholarship (see below), all fees 
are waived, and their travel expenses are paid.
2. All poets who have published at least one book of their own poetry are 
eligible, on payment of the requisite fee.
3. All other intending participant should submit 12 pages of their poetry 
with their application. The Committee reserves the right to decline any 
applicant whose work, it is felt, has not yet reached a level of proþciency 
that would enable them to beneþt from the range of activities offered at the 
workshop.
4. Once the relevant criteria are met, places will be þlled on a þrst come 
þrst served basis.


