
POETRY AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION
in conjunction with

FIVE ISLANDS PRESS
announces the

NEW POETS PUBLISHING PROGRAM
2005 ð 2007

Following the success of this program in previous years, Five Islands 
Press, in association with the Poetry Australia Foundation Inc, is 
again offering the possibility of þrst publication to new poets. 

Applicants will normally be poets who have not yet published 
a collection of their work in book form. No age limit applies and 
the program is open to poets from throughout Australia, but to be 
eligible, poets must have had at least 8 of their poems published in 
newspapers or magazines, or broadcast on public radio.

Six titles per year are published under this program. The books will 
be 32 pages in length, A5 size. They will be high quality productions, 
printed initially in runs of 400. Authors will receive royalties at 
normal rates (10%) on books sold and will be able to purchase books 
for resale at 40% of the recommended  retail price. A combined 
volume, featuring all six poets, will also be printed.

All books will be published simultaneously at a series of launches in 
relevant centres throughout Australia with as much publicity as can 
be organised. Participating authors will be expected to attend the 
launches and to participate in such readings as are arranged.

In previous years, support for this program has come from the 
Literature Board of the Australia Council, and from the NSW 
Ministry of the Arts. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Poets who submit a manuscript for PLEASE 

NOTE:  Poets who submit a manuscript for consideration for Series 
12 of this program may apply to come to the Wollongong Workshop, 
but this is not a condition of entry into the publishing program. 
Manuscripts will be assessed entirely on their merit, irrespective of 
whether or not the poet has applied to come to the workshop. (As 
noted above, the workshop is compulsory for the six poets chosen for 
publication, but all their expenses are paid, and if they have sent a 
deposit for the workshop, it will be refunded.)

* Include a cheque for $100 deposit if you wish to attend the Workshop.

For further information, contact  
Ron Pretty

Email rpretty@unimelb.edu.au
www.poetryaustraliafoundation.org.au

Include a stamped, self-addressed  envelope if you would like your 
manuscript returned.  Please ensure that your name and address 
appears on each page of the manuscript itself.



SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

It is suggested that candidates submit approximately 40 x A4 pages 
of poetry, typed on one side of the paper only. One of the functions 
of the workshop, for those poets included in the program, is to select 
the strongest and most coherent  32 page collection from the body of 
poems submitted. 
The authorõs name and address should be on the back of each page. 
Please include a reply paid envelope if return of manuscript is required.

Faxed or emailed submissions will not be considered.

TIMETABLE

JUNE  13, 2006
Entries open. Please do not forward manuscripts before this date.

AUGUST 18, 2006
Entries close. 
No manuscripts post-dated after this date will be  considered.

OCTOBER 13, 2006
By this date, all entrants will have been informed of results.

JANUARY 11-18, 2007
Workshop at Campus East, University of Wollongong.
(See separate brochure for details of WORKSHOP).
Poets who are selected for publication under this program must 
come to the Wollongong Poetry Workshop (11-18 Jan, 2007) but 
all their expenses will be paid. At the Workshop, the manuscripts 
will be further considered and revised, as will such matters as the 
order of the poems, the title of the collection and the launch venues 
and dates. Regretfully, the offer of publication will be withdrawn 
if poets are unable to attend. (Fortunately, however, this has never 
happened).

A measure of the success of the program is the fact that 
previously, poets published under it have won the Anne Elder 
Award (Jane Williams, Marcella Polain,) or been runner-up (Judy 
Johnson, Lis Hoffmann, Peter Kirkpatrick) and many have been 
commended in it, including Martha Richardson and Ted Nielsen 
from Series 6; others have won the Banjo Award (Peter Boyle, 
shared with Dorothy Porter) or been shortlisted in it (James 
Bradley); won the NSW Premierõs Award (Peter Boyle) or been 
shortlisted in it (Peter Minter); won the Harri Jones Memorial 
Prize (Andy Kissane), the Martin Bequest Travelling Scholarship 
(Lisa Jacobson) or the NSW Writerõs Fellowship (Jennifer 
Compton).  As well, the books have received very favourable 
reviews in The Australian Book Review, Imago, Overland,  Ulitarra,  
Social Alternatives and Southerly, among others. Among the 
Series 8 poets, Cate Kennedy   won the Vincent Buckley Award, 
Terry Jaensch was runner-up  in the Anne Elder Award,  and  
Shen was awarded  an AsiaLink Grant to Vietnam.

Many of these books are still available. If you would like to 
purchase copies of any of them, please contact us at the address 
below.

If you would like to participate in this scheme, send your 
manuscript (after June 13), plus a brief biography and list of 
previous publications to 

New Poetsõ Publishing Program, 
C/- School of Creative Arts,

University of Melbourne 3010 Vic


